The Hon. Mr. Steven Blaney

M.P, Lévis-Bellechasse

and Minister of Public Safety.

Dear Steven,

We are writing to you as Canadians of Sri Lankan origin who are hereby standing up to cheer you and acclaim you on your good sense, good judgment and courage, correcting the shocking, appalling,  and misguided  statement of  the rookie M.P., the Hon. Ms. Rathika Sitsabaiesan, equating the so-called “Tamil Heros day” with the hallowed Remembrance day.
A large number of the so-called “Tamil Heros”, who are commemorated on the 26th and 27 th of November (Tiger supremo's bithday) by the sympathizers of the now fallen terrorist group (known as the Tamil Tigers or the LTTE) were individuals who blew themselves up in public places, trains, buses, schools, airports, banks, places of worship etc.,  killing civilians with the objective  of striking terror among the populace. They are terrorists, and not “Tamil heros”. Their leader Prabhakaran came to power by assassinating the popularly elected Mr. Amirthalingam  and all other political rivals. Although most countries the world over, Canada included ,  have banned the Tamil Tigers as terrorists,

many of their front organizations continue their activities with impunity.
Some Sri Lankan immigrants  in Canada  blindly  continue their old-country war-mongering in their adopted country,  taking advantage of the good will  of Canadians. Ever since the World Tamil Movement (WTM) and the Tigers were banned in Canada in May 2006, they have emerged as “human-rights champions”. They still possess a vast war chest of funds collected with impunity prior to the time they were banned, and even today. Many of us, ex-Sri Lankans know how they extort money from us. They  attempt to muddy the record and glorify the Tamil Tigers as freedom fighters. 
We as Canadians need to stop this divisive politics that drive a wedge between the Tamil and non-Tamil Sri Lankan immigrants in Canada. They make Canada an unwitting partner in the ethno-centric politics of the Tigers who wish to build an ethnically pure “exclusive Tamil Eelam”. In contrast, the Sri Lankan government has adopted a trilingual, multi-ethnic policy. The majority of the Tamils have chosen to live and work in the south, among the Sinhalese, and not in the claimed “Eelam” region. What ever its faults, the Sri Lankan government is trying to march towards a broad-based Sri Lanka that aims for  a unity that over-arches  narrow ethnic differences. By any reasonable yardstick, a society under the trauma of a 30-year war cannot be expected to move faster than, say Canada did after a few weeks of FLQ terrorism in Quebec - how long did Canada take to put back those events and achieve “reconciliation”?  Perhaps not as yet!

Doesn't the 'Bloc Quebecois', where ever it exists,  still walk out when the Canadian National Anthem is played?

Furthermore, own own “human-rights' record in Canada is not much to crow about, with the aboriginal people now organizing their “idle  no-more” movements after centuries of oppression, in spite of  recent efforts to correct errors that have become systemic. Our poor record in Somalia, Afganistan etc., should be judged against the fact that we, unlike Sri lanka, are not emerging from a 40-year internal war.
Tenderfoot M.Ps like  Ms. Sitsabaiesan can learn from the seasoned judgment of M.Ps like the Hon. Mr. Blaney, and recognize that ex-LTTE activists exist among us in sheep's clothing.  Sri Lanka too is grappling with the aftermath of three decades of war, and Tiger activism is attempting to rekindle the war in Sri Lanka.  We direct you to the press conference given by the Hon. Mr. Joe Daniels (who speaks Tamil) and Hon. Mr. Chungen Leung , after their fact-finding visit to Sri Lanka, to get a balanced view of the situation in that country.  The Hon. Joe Daniels, the Hon. Chungen Leung and Marlene Gallyot (Special Assistant to Hon. Joe Daniel for Sri Lanka) visited Sri Lanka from 8th to 11th January, 2012.
We in Canada need to help Sri Lanka to stand up and move in the right direction. Asking Sri Lanka to hold “war-crimes investigations” is hollow and futile,  given that our own legal system cannot  even deport individuals with  proven terrorist records, due to endless litigation and counter-litigation. Your worthy predecessor, the Hon. Vic. Toews recognized this and took some steps to correct the situation, but there is a long way to go.
The difficulties are  heightened  by the partisan political power of well-funded Tamil-militant groups. It is they who have radicalized rooky M.Ps like Ms. Sitsabaiesan. They have pushed  Canada's foreign policy  into one that is seemingly hostile to Sri Lanka, and not at all in Canada's interests.  Today, Canadian legislators visiting Sri Lanka are met with hostility, where as they were welcomed with open arms only a few years ago.  A different approach is needed if Canada is to be influential in Sri Lanka and the SAARC countries, and   if we are to safeguard our own interests in the maritime “Silk route” vital to the East-West trade. Here, we should take a cue from China which has strategically cultivated Sri Lanka and its neighbours. 
Meanwhile, Ms.  Sitsabaiesan and her partisan militants should desist from re-livings the battles of the old country in their adopted land, and instead seek peace and reconciliation.
We thank you, once again, for your forthright words where you have spelt out the plain truth, without fear of the “swing vote” of the Tiger activists.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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TORONTO — Canada’s public safety minister said Thursday he was “shocked and appalled” after a New Democratic Party MP rose in the House of Commons to commemorate Tamil Heroes Day, which honours fallen Tamil Tigers rebels.
Steven Blaney urged Rathika Sitsabaiesan, a Sri Lankan-born rookie MP, to apologize “to veterans and all Canadians” for her statement that called the day “an important event” and likened it to Remembrance Day.

Rathika Sitsabaiesan’s statement

“Mr. Speaker as Canadians of Tamil heritage in November we commemorate two important events, Remembrance Day and the Tamil Heroes Day. This month symbolizes the beauty of life because we remember all those who sacrifice their lives for the rest of us to live in peace and freedom. We remember that each and every one of the people who have been caught in the crossfires of war throughout the ages have embraced life over death but those who made the ultimate sacrifice ensured that we who survived would be able to live with dignity and with liberties. This month provides us with the occasion not only to remember and pay tribute to the heroes but also to reflect on the lessons of the struggle for justice, peace and a life free from discrimination. Sadly on the island country of Sri Lanka where I was born as a child of war the discrimination and injustices continue and the ethnic and religious minorities continue to live without peace and in fear. Mr. Speaker let us always work for peace at home and abroad and as always support those who put their lives on the line. From the bottom of my heart I thank you all lest we forget.”

Held each Nov. 27, Tamil Heroes Day was created by the Tamil Tigers to mark the date the first member of the armed separatist group was killed in combat. The rebel boss Velupillai Prabhakaran traditionally gave a defiant speech on that day.
“Tamil Heroes Day is dedicated to the glorification of the terrorist group Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, known more commonly as the Tamil Tigers,” said Mr. Blaney, pointing out the Tigers are on Canada’s list of designated terrorist entities.
“I am shocked and appalled that an NDP member of Parliament would not only endorse the celebration of terrorists, but would also equate it to the solemn occasion of Remembrance Day where we honour our fallen Canadian heroes.”
He called on Ms. Sitsabaiesan, the MP for Scarborough-Rouge River, “to stop shopping for votes from terrorist-linked groups, and to immediately apologize to veterans and all Canadians for these comments.”
In an email Thursday, Ms. Sitsabaiesan said she was not supporting terrorism or encouraging violence. “Rather, as the first Tamil MP elected, I join Tamil-Canadians and all across our country in mourning those who have died in wars at home or abroad, and in supporting those who work tirelessly for the cause of peace.”
But photographs of a Heroes Day event held Thursday in Markham, Ont., and posted on the Facebook page of the Tamil Youth Organization-Canada, showed the Tamil Tigers’ militaristic flag and visitors walking past a wall of portraits of men and women in rebel uniforms.
During their three-decade campaign for Tamil independence, the Tigers conducted hundreds of suicide bombings and assassinated moderate Tamil leaders as well as Rajiv Gandhi, the former Indian prime minister. They were crushed by Sri Lankan forces in 2009.

Tamil Youth Organization - Canada/FacebookA Tamil Heroes Day event held in Markham, Ont., on Nov. 27, 2014.

The Tigers have been a designated terrorist group under Canadian law since 2006, when the Royal Canadian Mounted Police dismantled the group’s branch offices in Toronto and Montreal, which had raised millions to support the conflict. A half-dozen Toronto-area men were convicted of supplying arms and equipment to the rebels.
Since the fighting ended five years ago, Heroes Day has become, for some, a day to reflect on the toll of the brutal civil war, which not only decimated the Tigers but also killed an untold number of civilians. But on his website, Sri Lanka-Canadian journalist D.B.S. Jeyaraj wrote Heroes Day “is not and has never been a national day of Tamil mourning.” Rather, it was “an intensely conducted partisan event ‘of the Tigers, for the Tigers and by the Tigers.’ ”

Adrian Wyld/CPSteven Blaney

A video of Ms. Sitsabaiesan’s speech in the Commons Tuesday was posted on her YouTube page. It showed her reading from a prepared statement that began, “Mr. Speaker as Canadians of Tamil heritage in November we commemorate two important events, Remembrance Day and the Tamil Heroes Day. This month symbolizes the beauty of life because we remember all those who sacrifice their lives for the rest of us to live in peace and freedom.”
Deepak Obhrai, parliamentary secretary of foreign affairs and international human rights, said there was no denying ethnic Tamils faced discrimination in Sri Lanka, “but you can’t compare Remembrance Day to Tamil Heroes Day.”
The Calgary MP said it was “a disservice to veterans” to make such a parallel.
“I think it needs to be pointed out to her that you can’t compare the two, you can’t compare a terrorist organization to people who have fought for core Canadian values,” he said.
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· Canada suspends $10-million contribution to the Commonwealth Secretariat over alleged human rights abuses in Sri Lanka
· Sri Lankan army destroyed mass graves to hide evidence of large-scale civilian deaths, report alleges
· Canadian NDP MP Rathika Sitsabaiesan confirms she was not arrested in Sri Lanka, but was warned she could be
· Sri Lanka accuses Canadian government of ‘placating’ Tamil Tigers as row over Commonwealth summit grows
Response by Minister of Public Safety Steven Blaney to Rathika Sitsabaiesan’s statement:

“Tamil Heroes Day is dedicated to the glorification of the terrorist group Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, known more commonly as the Tamil Tigers. This group was listed as a terrorist entity by our Conservative government in 2006. I am shocked and appalled that an NDP Member of Parliament would not only endorse the celebration of terrorists, but would also equate it to the solemn occasion of Remembrance Day where we honor our fallen Canadian heroes. Under the principled leadership of Prime Minister Stephen Harper, Canada has been a world leader in speaking out against the human rights abuses taking place in Sri Lanka and in defence of the Tamil minority, but celebrating terrorist violence is indefensible. We must not forget that Tamils in Sri Lanka also suffered persecution at the hands of the LTTE. I urge her to stop shopping for votes from terrorist linked groups, and to immediately apologize to veterans and all Canadians for these comments.”

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Heroes Day in London highlights global significance of Tamil struggle
[TamilNet, Thursday, 27 November 2014, 18:17 GMT]

Conveying a spirit of struggle taking the Tamil Eelam liberation movement as inspiration, speakers at the Maaveerar Naa'l (Tamil Eelam Heroes Day) event in London highlighted the global significance of the Tamils’ struggle. The powers who collaborated with genocidal Sri Lanka, who take a position of genocide-denial, who deny the nationhood and self-determination of the Eezham Tamils, who banned and still push for the ban of the LTTE – these are the issues that Tamils need to challenge, not just as an ethical responsibility, but also to set a paradigm-setting example for other nations without states, opined Tamil activist Lathan Suntharalingam who spoke at the event. Solidarity speakers at the event also conveyed a similar opinion as regards the nature of the Tamils’ struggle. 

Lathan Suntharalingam

While some believe in unprincipled negotiation with powers with arguments like ‘politics is the art of the possible’ or ‘politics is the art of the compromise’, the struggle of the Tamils has to stand outside these established deviation paradigms, asserted Suntharalingam. 

If politics is the arts of the possible, struggle is the art of making the impossible, possible, Lathan Sunharalingam said. Tamils should remember that it is struggle that should stand above politics, he added. 

“Tamils should lead the way to build global solidarity among the nations without states and provide leadership in this regard. The LTTE legacy of leading an uncompromising struggle for the sovereignty of our people should give us the source and inspiration to work towards such political project in the truest international sense,” he further said. 

“A common platform for the national causes of the various oppressed nations will also elucidate the true universal nature of the struggle for national liberation.”

Tamil Eelam Heroes Day attended by British Eezham Tamils at ExCel Hall on Thursday

Dr Andy Higginbottom

Suntharalingam also emphasized on the need for a coordinated action among global Tamils – the Tamils of Tamil Eelam, Tamil Nadu and the diaspora – to advance the goals of the Tamil civilization as a whole. 

Dr. Andy Higginbottom, associate professor in politics and human rights at Kingston University, argued that the genocide of the Tamils is ongoing and it is made possible by an unholy alliance of the powers that control the UN and the Sinhala state. He also said that a regime change or an empty ‘human rights’ investigation will not help.

“We have to find the international solidarity of oppressed and exploited nations and peoples to counter the international conspiracy of oppressor states,” he said. 

Erdelan Baran, from the Kurdish National Congress (KNK) Foreign Affairs division, noting how Turkey and ISIS are playing a genocidal role with respect to the Kurds in Kobane, drew parallels with the imperialist complicity in the genocide of the Tamils. Demanding the International Community to investigate genocide of the Tamils, he called for the removal of LTTE and PKK from terrorist list in the UK.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
යාපනයේ යළි මතු වූ කොටි අවතාර

"මහවිරුදිනය කිසිදු බාධාවකින් තොරව සැමරීමට හැකි තත්ත්වයක්‌ කුමන දිනයකදී හෝ උදාවනවා"
- උතුරු පළාත් සභා මන්ත්‍රීනි ආනන්දී සසිතරන්



ත්‍රස්‌තවාදී නායක ප්‍රභාකරන්ගේ උපන් දිනය සහ මියගිය කොටි ත්‍රස්‌තයන් සැමරීමට උතුරේ කොටි ක්‍රියාකාරීහු දැරූ උත්සාහය අසාර්ථක විය. එහෙත් අපරාධ ක්‍රියා රැසකට සම්බන්ධ ත්‍රිකුණාමලයේ හිටපු කොටි නායක එලිලන්ගේ බිරිය ආනන්දී සසිකරන් සුල්ලිපුරම්හි පිහිටි සිය කාර්යාල භූමියේදී පැලයක්‌ සිටුවමින් මියගිය කොටින්ව සැමරීමට ක්‍රියා කළාය.

එහිදී ඇය මෙලෙස පැවසූවාය. "දෙමළ ජනතාවගේ විමුක්‌තිය වෙනුවෙන් සටන් කර වීර මරණයට පත් මහාවිරුවන් ගෞරවයට ලක්‌ කළ යුතුයි. සියලු ජනතාවගේ සිත්තුළ නිදන්ගත වී ඇති මහාවිරුවන්ට අපි ගෞරවය දක්‌වන්නෙමු. හමුදාව මහාවිරුවන් සැමරීම වැලැක්‌වූවත් අපි එය සැමරුවෙමු.
රටේ ඒකාධිපති පාලනයක්‌ පැවැත්වෙමින් ඇත. රජය සහ හමුදාව මහාවිරුවන්ව (කොටි) අනුස්‌මරණය නොකරන ලෙස මේ වසරේත් නියෝග කර තිබේ. නමුත් යම් දිනෙක මෙම මහාවිරුදිනය කිසිදු බාධාවකින් තොරව සැමරීමට හැකි තත්ත්වයක්‌ උදා වෙනවා. ජනතාව නොවැම්බර් 27 මහාවිරුවන් සමරා ඇත. මහාවිරුවන් සැමරීමේ වැඩසටහන් හමුදාව වැලැක්‌වූවත් ජනතාවගේ සිත් සතන් තුළින් ඔවුන්ව ඉවත් කළ නොහැකිය." 

ආනන්දි සසිකරන් රජයට සහ හමුදාවට අභියෝග කරමින් මෙම ප්‍රකාශය කළ දිනයේ යාපනයේ පළවන 'උදයන්' පුවත්පත ප්‍රභාකරන්ගේ උපන්දිනය සමරන පුවතක්‌ පළ කරනු ලැබීය. යාපනය විශ්වවිද්‍යාලය තුළදී රහසිගත ලෙස ප්‍රභාකරන්ගේ උපන් දිනය සමරමින් කේක්‌ ගෙඩියක්‌ කැපූ බවද උදයන් පුවත්පත තවදුරටත් කියා සිටියේය.

මෙයට කලකට පෙර ජනාධිපති මහින්ද රාජපක්‍ෂගේ හිස ගෙනත් දුන් අයකුට රුපියල් දස ලක්‍ෂයක මුදලක්‌ ලබාදෙන බවට තමිල්නාඩු නීතිවේදියකු කළ ප්‍රකාශය පළ කලේද උදයන් පුවත්පතයි.

එහෙත් පසුගිය වසරේදී ශ්‍රී ලංකා රජය මාධ්‍යවේදීන්ට ප්‍රදාණය කළ වාහන ණය මුදල් හා ලැප්ටොප් ලබාගැනීමට පැමිණියේද එකී උදයන් පුවත්පතේ මාධ්‍ය පාර්ශවයන්ය.

උතුරේ කොටි හිතවාදීහු මියගිය කොටි ත්‍රස්‌තයන් සමරන අවස්‌ථාවේ ප්‍රජාතන්ත්‍රවාදී ජනතා පෙරමුණේ නායක මනෝ ගනේෂන් නැමැත්තා තම ෆේස්‌බුක්‌ අඩවිය ඔස්‌සේ ඊට දායක විය. මනෝගනේෂන් මෙලෙස සඳහන් කර තිබුණි. අපේ අද සහ හෙට වෙනුවෙන් ඔබ අතීතය අහිමි කර ගත්තේය. ඔබගේ සිතුවිලි අපගේ මාර්ගයට මග පෙන්වනු ඇත.

මේ පසුබිම මැද උතුරේ පාසල්වලට ලත් නිර්නාමික පෝස්‌ටරයක සඳහන් වූයේ නුඹලාගේ සිහිනය සැබෑවේයි දෙමළ රාජ්‍යය මතුවන බවයි. මෙයට සමගාමීව උදයන් පුවත්පතේ සඳහන් වූයේ ප්‍රභාකරන් නැකත් වෙලාවට එළි දැක්‌වෙන බවය.

යාපනයේ විශ්වවිද්‍යාලයේ ආචාර්යවරයෙක්‌ද කොළඹට පැමිණි අයුරු ප්‍රකාශයක්‌ කළේය. ප්‍රභාකරන් මලේ නැති බව උතුරේ ජනතාව විශ්වාස කරන්නේ යෑයි ඔහු කීවේය. ද්‍රවිඩ සංධාන මන්ත්‍රී එස්‌. ශ්‍රිධරන්ද තමිල්නාඩුවේදී පැවසූවේ ප්‍රභාකරන් මියගියේ නැති බවය. ඔහුගේ සොහොයුරු ශ්‍රී කූගන් මෙහෙය වන යුරෝපා කොටි වෙබ් අඩවියට ප්‍රකාශයක්‌ කළ කැනඩාවේ කොටි ක්‍රියාකාරියකු වු නේරු ගුරුරත්නම් තමා ප්‍රභාකරන්ව හමු වු බවත් ඔහු නිසි වේලාවට එළියට එන බවත්ය. එහෙත් 2009 සිට 2014 දක්‌වා කාලය තුළ මළ ප්‍රභාකරන් මතු වූයේ නැත.

එහෙත් මියගිය කොටි ත්‍රස්‌තයන් සැමරීම සහ උතුරේ ඊළම් බලය පිළිබිඹු කිරීමට ද්‍රවිඩ සංධානය ජනාධිපති අපේක්‍ෂකයන් වෙත ඉල්ලීම් තුනක්‌ යොමු කර ඇත. එම ඉල්ලීම් මෙසේයි.

1. උතුරේ 15000 ක හමුදාව ඉවත් කරනු

2. අත්අඩංගුවේ සිටින කොටි 100 ක පිරිස මුදාහරිනු

3. ත්‍රස්‌ත පණත අහෝසි කරනු

මේ ඉල්ලීම්වලට අමතරව ආනන්දි සසිතරන්ද ඉල්ලීමක්‌ ඉදිරිපත් කර ඇත. විධායක බලතල ඉවත් කළ යුතු බව ඇය කියා සිටී. මේ අතර ද්‍රවිඩ සංධාන මන්ත්‍රීවරයකු වූ සරවනබවන් නැමැත්තා මෙලෙස පවසා තිබේ. "අප වෙනුවෙන් ජීවිත පරිත්‍යාග කළ මහාවිරුවන්ව අමතක නොකළ යුතුයි. කොපමණ බාධක පැමිණියත් අප මහාවිරුවන්ව අනුස්‌මරණය කළ යුතුයි. එයින් අපගේ සටන අවසන් නොවේ. නොවැම්බර් 26 වැනිදා අපගේ ජාතික නායකයා උපත ලබා ඇත. අපගේ ජාතියේ විමුක්‌ති වෙනුවෙන් සටන් කර ජීවිත පරිත්‍යාග කළ මහාවිරුවන්ගේ අනුස්‌මරණ දිනය නොවැම්බර් 27 දායි. ඒ නිසා මේ මාසය පූජනීය මාසයක්‌ ලෙස ප්‍රකාශ කරන්නෙමි.

මේ ප්‍රකාශයට සමානව යාපනයේ උදයන් පුවත්පත තවදුරටත් මෙලෙස පළ කර ඇත. සිය දිවි පිදු අපගේ විරුවන්ට හිස නමන්නෙමු. මින් කියා සිටින්නේ කොටි ඝාතකයන්ව සමරන බව නොවේද? 

මේ ප්‍රකාශයේ අර්ථය නම් අවස්‌ථාව එනතුරු උතුරේ කොටි බලා සිටින බවයි.

කීර්ති වර්ණකුලසූරිය
